Here was an Order from the 
Henorable Houſe of Parlia- 
ment to print this Diſcourſe, * +» 
ſuch as 1t 1s, allowing me the uſuall 
priviiedges vouchſated in this kind; 
in obedience to winch Order, I ap- 
point Matthew Simmons and H. 1nnah 
eAllez to print the ſame. 
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EE—  — — —  —  — — 


| 


F -13E 


SAINTS 


FULNESSE OF JOY 


in their fellowſhip with God : 


- > SCOI  oOne Dr oe a 


P R-E:S-E NED 
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Before the Honorable Houſe of Commons 
in CHarearets Weſtminler, 


Being the day apporated 1or Thankeſgiving 
for the ſurrender of OxroR D. 


By the leaſt of Saints , and the meaneſt 
cf the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
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inted by Matthey $:mmozs,and are to be {0! 


Humma Allen , at the Crowne in Popes-head- Alley. 
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Houſe of Commons, 


ASSEMBLED 
I N 
PARLIUMENT. 


E ACE amono Brethren 1s tre Pearls 
that ts loſt in theſe dayes , mhich many 
pretendto ſeek, and all juilly compiarne 
i wanting , many out-cijes theze are 
fir it, tn the meals of ſome, nhoſe 
hearts an principles are [wil of narre 
and contention ; Their words arc 
ſofter then oylc, and yet they be drawne fwors;, 
PW 4 3 7 Cl 


Luk. 6. 
£ phcf. CE; 


Rom. 15. 
1 Cor. 1c. 
Titus 2. 
1 Cor. 4, 
Mar. g, 
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Yea ſuch 1s the hypocrijze of this age, that it :5 become al.- 
moſi the Character of a Malignant,or Athetit, tn all com- 
panies,with mach ſeeming zeale and devotion, to pray and 
deſire Peace, Union, Reconciliation, neg/etiine the while 
all meanes that may conduce to the ſame. e7 
Others there are ( and thoſe not a few ) who long for 
Peace, azd that feacerely, but nat bitting the right way 
foattatie to it , doe often caſt more Ole into the flame, 
and make the breach wider. Tis followtsg Diſcourſe 
( though tt be the meaneſt 0! any that ever bath been pre- 
{enter untayou) pornts out the ſureſt and readieſt way to 
jtnde ties Jewel, C1.) Fellowſhip with the Father, and 
his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt. Felowſhip with God neceſſarily 


"ul 


f- aa — , . p 
beets fellowſnip between men. He onely is an enemy to 
ATtan, that 7s zot 74002 FEAYMES of fr4e24j18p Tit9 God. 
_ . ? TE” Y " : 7 . 
Gad 1s love, ana when we? are 17 "0177, 4121 walke with 
$5 


him, wee cannot but be lize him, Cout wee fully appre- 
bead God as cur Father, Chriſt as our Head, el! the 
_. . . 7 4 FP Ba , Py PE 8 ; 

S1ints his merabers » CO0/er and vel ed, wee ſhout! #20 


7? 5 7 } ww 1 4”. K- - s/ wed | 4 n n 
/o4ge7 bite g FEAr2, 7AM UC/HITE 0.29 CHOLJOF.* @ ſparat of 
A 
7 . 
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7 510, Goodneſſe, Meekntiſe, Long-ſuſſerine, that is 1 
Gol, and dwells 12 Cinriit, winld run tyrough all our 
Teries; tempering 0u7 HEArLS, ate Sraming 07 CAT LUQesS 
towards men , as Gods ir Chriſt hath been towards ws, 
Y-a, it would molifie our ſpirits towards all, even the woz(l 
of mea, ard make us live peaceably as much as in us 
licth with all men. To give no offence to any man. 
To ſpcake evill of no main. To blefſe when wee are 
blaſpkemed. To give vp our cloakes to him thar 
tokes away Our coat?, cr. eArd becauſe there is a 
generall diſtance arovne betweer; men ani God, an titer 


m1 {i500 
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17 ſſiow of ſpirituall fellowſhip, therefore theſe Scyirtares 
are become now Apocryphall, which were precious Truths 
formerly to the Sarrts, (and it may be ſtill are to a few) 
who ſtudied rather to c nforme themſelves to the ftrifielt 
Rules, ther wreſt the Rule to their opne carmall ſen- 
ſes and corrupt lujts ; a pratiice too commen tia theſe 
FIMes. 

Oh that wee could then doe as the w7 
being wilderd in & Forreſt, aeſa:1:ng to finds the way 
forward, returnes thither where he [.;{} loi bis way: #ebave 
loſt our way , oar ſeltes, our Gott, aud all alizoſt, by an 0. 
ver-violent contention about Things externall : wee hue 
caſt dart upon each other, that will uot te wiped off 0: 
names 1h many Ages, opened tha mounts of twe wicked 
rejoyced the bearts of Papifts, grieved the Spirit of Gol, 
Oh how happy ſhould wee yet be, if wee would returne to 
047 GOD, Vveacmmsg our fellowſncv with bim 12 the 
Spirat { 

Seuzely it mas better with us theiz when wee m:42 17 
Fclloivſhip with God, Holinefſe, RighteoutnefTe, gx 
chiefe ([udie, when Chriftianitie, ad the power of God- 
lineſle, was the Cement that nnzted ts together; when 
wee were diftinguiſhed from the world, and rnowne to 
oze another ty the (iyle of Saints, Proteſiors of Golli- 
nefſe, Honeſt-men. | 

It ts one of my firmeſt Prixceples, ani by Goifs Gare 
ſhall ever be my prait:ce, to make union and communicgn 
with God my maine worke, to ſtudie peace wirl all 
men; To Love , Honour, Receive SAINTS qu: 
SAINTS; To reerve, 1 ſay, theſe whom (trill hath 
recerved. The God and Father of 0#” Lord Feſts Chrif, 
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binde up every one of your ſoules in that bundle, and ſo 
preſerue your whole ſperit , (oule and body blameleſſe un- 
to his comming, which ſhall ever be the moſt unfergned 


prayer of 


Your moſt humble 


ſervant, 


W.CRADOSGCK, 


A SERMON PREACHED 
at the late T hankeſgiving , be- 


fore the Honourable Houſe of 
COMMONS. 


_ 
OO 


wy ; I Ionn 13, 4: 
eAnd truly our fellowſhip ic with the Father, and with bw 
Sorne Jeſus Chriſt. And theſe things write wee unto 
yoa, that your Joy may be full. 


He chiefe end ( Beloved ) of your 
meeting* here this day 1s to re- 
jovce together, for thoſe manifold 
mercies, that the Lord hath been 
picaſed £9 beſtow { of late eſpe- 
cially) upon you and the whole 
Kinzdom z and I ſuppoſe that we (I 
meane the Miniſters) that are c4}led hither by you, are 
intended to be (as the Scripture ſaith). as. furtherers of 
your j3y. But truly, Beloved, thoſe mercies of them- 
ſelves that are 1A your thoughts, and that hive been 
ſpoken of here already at large, ( I meane thoſe victo- 
ries, and {urrenders of Garriſotis &c. ) though I con- 

B fefle 


Phil, 1.25. 


eA Sermon preached at the late Thanksgiving, 


v.de. Mr, 
wWilkinſons 


Sermon, 


Ecles. 7.6. 


teſſe they be very great, and glorious, yet they may in 
a ſort be reckoned among naturall things, they are at 
beſt but temporall niercics, and fo they can produce 
but a kind of naturall joy. For as wee heard this mor- 
ning, the effet muſt be, as the cauſe is And as it is 
ſomewhat beneath a Chriſtian to inſiſt much upon 
thoſe naturall things, thereby to expreſſe naturall 
affetions ; ſois it njuch more below theworke of a 
Goſpel Minifter to ſtir you upto ſuch joyes as theſe 
things doe properly produce. Theretore my deſigne 
at this time is (as God ſhall inable me) to raiſe you 
up a little above all theſe things, to lead you to ſpiri- 
tuall joy, which iadeed ts the onely true joy, at leaſt 
the fountaine of all joy. For takeany other joy and 
abſtract ir from its ſp i7:twalitzes, then indeed you may 
ſay of it with So/omoz, it is but as the crackling of choynes, 
it is light, ſhort, ſuperficiall, and will undoubtedly 
end in everlaſting ſorrow. Therefore as I would not 
put you out of your way of rejoycing, fo I wiſh 
could ſcrne you up to the trueſt joy, that is,to the moſt 
ſpirituall joy, which is fully laid downe here in my 
rext. | 

And truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with bis 
Sowne Jeſus (rift. And theſe things write wee unto you, 
that your joy may be full, 

The Apoſtle in this EpiſHe writes to Saints, though 
he doth not deſcribe, or decipherthem by their na- 
mes, condition, or the places of their habitation, (as 
Paul and Peter and other Apoſtles doe) yet he ſtyles 
them by a glorious title, viz. Be/rfvers, as you may ſee 
1 Fobn 5. 13. Theſ things have I written unto you that 
belezve on the name of the Sonne of God Wc. 

Andin writing thus tobeleivers, his ſcope as I con- 
ceive 
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ceive was twofold, or he aimes principally at two 
things, as you may clearely fee if you peruſe the whole 
Epiſtle. 

TION to build them up in their holy faith, ro raiſe 
their faith to an higher pitch, or degree, whereby they 
might have, and injoy, more fellowſhip with God the Fa- 
ther, and hu Sopne Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo by conſequence 
be more joyfull, holy, and obediext. This you ſhall ſee if 
you compare 1 Fob 5.13.with this 1 Joh» 1. 

The other thing thar the Apoſtle aimes at is, to 7- 
creaſe Chriſtian and ſprrituall love betweent one beletyer 
and another. And this he ſpeakes much of throughout 
the Epiſtle, eſpecially in the 3. and 4. chap. I ſhall not 
at all atthis time meddle withthis latter, my buſineſſe 


. heth wholly in the former. 


Now the only meanes and way that the Apoſtle here 
takes to attaine to this his aime is &y d:ſcouersng, or lay- 
7ng open Jeſus Chriſt clearely and fully unto them, us we ſee 
Ver. 1, 2,3. That which was from the beg1uning, which wee 
have heard, which wee have ſeen with our eyes, which wee 
hate koked upon, and our hands have handled of the word of 
life epc. He takes this as the chiefe meanes, to build 
them up in faith, joy, love, and holinefſe, a diſcovery 
(I fay,) or laying open of Jefus Chriſt unto them : and 
that not ſimply or carnally, but in his ſpirituality and 

lory. And therefore he uſeth an elogze for his.-perſon 
which of all other is the moſt comprehenſive that I 
know in Scripture, he calls bim'the #or4: and then 
withall he ſcrs him out with his graces, and the privi - 
ledges we have by him, comprehending them all in 
the word Eterzall life. For as of all rhe titles that doe 
expreſſe the perſonall excellencies of the Lord Clriſk 
that is the moſt glorious 5 a4y:s the word : fo ofall that 
_ B 2 hold 


e , 
0 AgÞ0; 


el Sermon prenvhed at the late Thanks2ivinz 


ENS 


hold forththe priviledges that wee have by him, there 
is not cone word that expreſſeth them ſo fully 2s this of 
Eternall life; tor it containes, and com prehe ids all rhe 
Zrace and -lory wee have with him. This is the courſc 
and meanes that he rakes to wind up the Saiats To a 
higher pitch of faith, holinefle &c. 

Neither doeth he propoſe Chriſt to them (though 
in his gIOry) as 2 thin uncertaine, but he fers him 
forth with a I mg deale Of evidence and afurance, th-re- 
fore he ſauh, That which was from the begininng, he? ich we 
have HE ARD, which we have SEEN with our eves. which 

we hat? looked «pon ec. The meaning 15 not properly,that 
705 having been an Apoſtle with Chrilt,did ſometimes 
h andle him,& ſon:etimes lay in his boſ-o:nc, and fo this 


ro be underſtood in a corporal way ; but the meaning I 


conceive is this, we have knowne Jeſw Chriſt, he hath been 
fo revealed to 15, with that fulneſſe of aſSurace. with that 
perſpicuity and cleareneſſe ; that as tn naturall things, you 
hat? may [erſes concur together, to arſcover them, as e)es, 
eares, bands, gc. theſe things are very (ure aud certaine : (0 
(Brethren) {acth Tohn, thar I may build you up tn faitÞ.&7 c. 
7 woul:l lay open Jeſus the word of God, that hath eterzall 


ite with bim, as a thing that 1 as (ure, and certarne, as 1© 


yee bad ſeene him , and tajied bim, beard him, and handled 
him, as wee 0dr ſtoves have done : for as | ſas Chriſt by 
the Spirit of God had been made knowne in that cleare 
manner with that certainty to Fohy, ſo he goerh about 
to cleare him with the ſame aſſurance alſo to other 
beleivers, that th-y alſo might have fellowſhip with the Fa- 


ther, and with Telns Chriſt,as he had. I will detaine you 
no longer. in the coherence of the words. 


In the words themſelves there arc three things to 


be obſerved, 
Firſt, 


— 7 


« 


« 
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 Firf;ou Alj £7 tion, Our feilow 7 2p 7s nth the EF atl) er, 
and bis Sonne Tejas Ctriji, Its aglorious ORE, as any 
I know in this dicii-d booke. 

Secondly, an A, eration {171 may ſo callit,) tothis 
bleficd Aj ertion, T8 VLY 13th head truty our fellowi(n: P 
gs with tie Fache, pc.though I confeſle the Greetew ord 
Ss 1500t {0 cmp: 32ticall aS Our word tray } in Englith, 
yet as1t ſtands Ncre 1:1 Its cobererice COMPANINg It "with 
the beginning oi toe Cloprer 2040 blervins the whe 
mency of his expreſſion, we bale ſeen an taſted and 
handled the word of lif :yye may well call | t-aly \a kind of 

SFO ro this »T ertion, 

i hirdly, the ex! that tne Apoſtle hath to ſpeake 
thus hig ghly ot this _ telloiy (hip, 15 not out of pride, 
Or vaire- ZIOry, as the Phariſee Lake 18, 1 thanke God 
1 faſt twice 14 tive 'eke, | am not as wither men, FJoha 
did not ip ake tus our of pride of fpirit when: he 
{aith, T/#ly o#r fello ſhip w with the Father, and with 
hrs Son.e Feſws (hriſt © as 1t he ſhould meane 21l 9 
rhers are punycs or carnal people m compariſon of 
Mmſcit: no, but with humility and _—_ ,Our of a defire 


to doc my brethren < IO: cheſe th:wgc 1 write unto 39:4 
that 1047 Joy may, bet: ”. 4 4 | Write GOES: — "117 Is ro bnaſt 
of, and make 2 th: 2047. bye am forced to write theſe 
things becaufe 1 he's ty FF oO much cert 1iaty the excel- 
lency that 1s 11 Þ: = Che vs doc rafte fo much 
lweetnefſe in coOnmuinion, and fellow fiip with him R 


tizat l cann or c\:2ke oY at write thus unto you that you al- 
fo mav have fellow Tip with him. I will hand noloneer 
UPON HOEENe 201Gn and divition of rhe words, there 
iSe0OU2h alroady arliro lead us to many wholfimc 
oleſica rruthies rhat licinand about theſe words if God 
e1Vvc us bis Spirit,and we had time tolooke into them; 
there 


—_ 
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there are many truthes (I ſay) that well become 7obz 
the Divine, as he is called;they are all d:V2re, tranſcen- 
dently 4:vzre and ſpirituali:I willonly tonch 3. or 4. 
Obſervations, and then pitch vpon one, 

The firſt is this. 


The more ſpirituall or divine Chreftians are, the more 
they wilbe taken up and imp loyed about ſpiritual worke, 


John is called Johz the Devene, not as wee call 
Divenes from Office,but from the excellency of Grace, 
and t he cleareneſſe of divine manifeſtations, therefore 
the Ancients compare him toan Eagle; now Fob: in 
his whole Epiſtle medleth not with controverſies, 
(eſpecially about outward and externall things, ) but 
being wholly ſpirituall, he writes altogether ſpiritual- 
ly, about ſprrituall ſubſtantrall things from the begin- 
ning to the end. Miſtake me not, | doe not{ay that it 
is not lawfull, and ſometime convenient, for Miniſters 
and'others to have to doe with fuch things but this is 
that I only ayme at ; whereas divers conceive that it is 
their ſpiricualneſle, rhe excellency of their grace, that 
they are carried on in Puſpitsand Preſſes ſo vehemently 
in wrangling and ſtriving about external things, it is to 
be feared that much of that zeale, violence, and labour 


tis fleſhly ; and were wee more ſpirituall , hundreds 


(I beleive) of thoſe Queſtions would be removed, that 
lie now like ſtumbling blocks in our way, according to 


that in the 2. of this Epeſt. ver. 10. Hethat loves his bro- 


ther abideth tn the light, and there is no occaſion of ſtumb- 
lizg in him. And were wee filled with theknowledge 
of GoJ, the love of Chriſt, humility and ſelfe-deniall, 


preferring each other before our ſclves ; certainely a 


world 
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world of theſe controverſies would ſoone vaniſh 
away : As thoſe thatare (piri:uallcan ſpeake by expe- 
rience. 

A ſecond thing I would have you to obſerve, is 
this: . 

The beſt way to. bring either a Stnner to God, or to butld 
up 4 Sa1nt, 11 any grace, or tn any point of godlineſſe what- 
ſoever, ts the ſpirituall promulgation, maniteflation or de- 
claration of Jeſus Chriſt tn hus perſon, excelleucies and 
Priviledges, doings and ſufferings fc. 

This is the beſt meanes ; therefore Fob» uſeth oncly 
that, he layes down Jeſus Chriſt as one that had becne 
ſeeneheard, 8 felt,(as it were)to be the aiy&,the eternall 
word that brought eternal life,and he expects that this 
ſhould worke in the ſoule fazth, joy &c. I beſeech you 


beare with mee beloved, I feare we ſpend a great deale 


of our timealmoſt in vaine, and waſte much of our 1a- 
bour, when we would bring our owne hearts, or others 
toa duty, or ſtir upagrace,we uſe and urge ſo many 
morall Motives and Meanes ; not that I ſay but wee 
may uſe motives and meanes ſpirituall and morall, but 
if we did ſtudy to open Icſus Chriſt ſully tothe ſoule, 
ifwedid lift up the Brazen Serpent fn as poore peo- 
ple might behold him, we ſhould not need the tenth 
part of thoſe meanes, exhortations, and paines that we 
now take: For in rhe Goſpel wee ſhall fee ( and it is 
our wiſdome to follow the ſcripture ; the neerer rh ar, 
the better ) the Apoſtles when rhey went forth to 
preach they told them a ſtory( if I may fo ſpeake with 
reverence ) of oxe Jeſus (hri(t that was the word of God, 
and that was become man,and bow he was crucified at Jeru- 
falem,and how he was raiſed from the dead, and all this in a 
plaine , fimple,ſpirituall way and manner, and git 

they 


Obſer, 2, 


lohn 2.14, 


GC J1cim3.nq. 


2 Cor: Zo 18, 
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2 Per. 2, 
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rhey were relling theſe bleſſed ſtories, the Spirit fell 


upon pcople, and they bcleived, and had faith wrought 
in them. Faith 1s not wrought {o much ina rationall 
way,(I meane 1n a way of ratiocination) as by the Spi- 
rit of God commivg npon the toules of people by the 
relation, or reprelentation of Chriſt ro the ſoule; 
and this our Lord himſelfc hintes. As Loſes lifted 
up the Serpent tn the w:lderneſſe, even ſo mult the Snune of 
man be lifted up, that whoſoever belerveth tn im ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. You know the very be- 
holding of the brazen Serpent, when people were ſtung, 
God fo ordered it that the very beholdzrg ſhould bring 
help (though we know not how) to thoſe that were 
wounded, and ſtung by thoſe Serpexts : fo God hath 
ordained in his blefled wiſcomethat the d:ſcrovery of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the /eholdrng of him , the e942 of him 
by faith, ſhould be that, which ſhall transforme us in- 


C rift. Af ter tnat by the bz; 1s {edge of Zeſt: { /} Fg, i the; wer - 
cleanſed from their ns. Trviv Beloved ces grace is 
comprevended in the £,0:1d 12 oft Tens Ciiritt, did we 
| | pirifotily,. effety- 
ally, we ſnould be full ot oth, fo god feare, full 
of bumility, full of {eit-dentall, tuil of dilizerce, and 
readines to every good word and worke, fo thit our 
maine detect 15 in thar,but I oafle by that alſo. 
_ Athird 
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"Athird thing be pleaſed to obſerve fromthe cohe- © 


rence of theſe words,that 

Divine objeiis, ſeen? by faith (if it ce aſaving and right 
faith,) carries with them as much evidence, certainty, and 
aſſurance, as any naturallthiag that wee apprebend by any, 
o7 all our naturall ſenſes, 

we have ſeen, heard, and taſted, the more of our ſenſcs 
are imployed to apprehend a thing, rhe more aſſu- 
rance,confidence, and evidence it carries with it. Put 
the five ſenſes together to ditcover any aaturall objec 
whatſocyer, that cannotbe more furc ana certaine toy 
us, then all (ſpirituall objedts apprehended by a ſpiritu- 
all Chriſtian, through a lively faith, are to him - there- 
tore it is ſaid that faith 1s the evid 'zce of t-72%5 708 ſeen, 
of things 7#T1/iCt2, he doth not ſay that faith i5 a2 opzz- 
044, 4 probability,a conjetture Or a wild gueſſebut fait! (faith 
he) is the ec;Yence of things not ſeen, that is, of things 
that by natural! reaſon you cannot fee, yet making 
them as yeall and as evidext as any thing wee doe ſee 
by reaſon,ſenſe, and all. 

And thence (Beloved) you ſee that godly men in 
all ages have been fo free to part with their credit, to 
renounce their profit, to lay downe their lives, for 
ſpirituall things ſake: now didthey not apprehend a 
reality and certainty in them, ſurely they were no lefle 
then mad men, to forgoe ſwbſtaures for ſhadowes, It 
were noleſle then madneſſe fora manto give himſelfe 
vp to bea priſoner, when he might be /7ce,tobe a foole 
when he might be accounted w2ſe, tobe porre when he 
mi31t be 7h, if he did not ſee a reality in ſpirituall 
chings for which he willingly forſakes and leaves all 
theſe other. | 

The Saints in all ages have done ſo, wee read in the 

& | Epiſtle 
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Epiſtle to the Hebrew of Moſes aud eAbraham how 
they forſooke all, eAbraham torfooke his countrey, 
Hoſes forſooke Pharavhs houſe, and they were no 
children; for Hoſes was forty yeares old, ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, when he refuſed the pleaſures of Pharaohs houſe 
to imbrace afMiictions with the poore Saints. Whence 
was this thinke you ? Moſes ſaw bim that was inviſiole, 
how 2? by faith, for all that chapter hath reference rc, 
and is but an illuſtration ofthe farſt verſe : Farth zs the 
evidence of things not ſeen, and all the reſt are exam- 
ples of the ſame. He ſaw bim that is inviſible, an b 
the ſame eye that he ſaw God, he ſaw all that belonged 
ro God, and therefore ſaw that it was better to dure 
eft1i3ions with the people of God, then to tnjoy the pleaſures 
of [112 for a ſeaſon, 

And thart 1s the reaſon on the other ſide why we ſee 
a1l carnall men,and Hypocrites whatſoever, ſome time 
or other (when in any ſpeciall manner God would 
have them deny themſelves &c. ) to faulter, and flage, 
and at laſt fall utterly, which indeed are to be pitied, 
rather then cenſured by #s men, 77 the fleſh. For here 
is the caſe, there comes 2 command to a carna!l hearted 
profeffor (that profeſſeth goalineſſe, but hath not 
learned Chriſt, as thetruth u 13 Jeſus) requiring him ro 
forſake his credit, and undergoe ſhame, to forſake his 
wealth, and be poore &c. this carnall heart having not 
the Proſpe;we-olaſſeof faith ; he ſecs not any reality in 
ſpirituall things to counteyporze this loſſe,then doth he 
baſely leave Chriſt, and throw offall his profeſſion. 
Therefore I ſaid we ſhould pity them, as Chriſt did 
the young man when he bid him ſell all, he was ſoxr0p- 
fall, faith the rexr. It he had ſeen richcs in Chrift, he 
would have fold 2!! and rejoiced, and thought he had 

made 
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made a very good bargaine : but I wave theſe things. 

I had another thing, Iwill onely mention it, becauſe 
bappily the Lord may doe ſome good by it; with all 
bumility I commend it to my brethren, as the un- 
worthicſt Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


we that are Miniſters ſhould in all our Miniſtertall 
workes, propoſe ſome ſolid ſpirituall ſcope, or end to ouy 
Miniſtery, and to every part of it ;, as John did beye, and 
the Apoſites 1m every Sermon and Epiſtle, 

,Beſoved, I have knowne in my obſervation (which it 
may be hath been too critical in the workes of others) 
many learned, godly (and otherwiſe able ) Miniſters, 
who took much paines,preached ſolidly,and yet inthe 
end reaped ſome of litrle lirtle,ſome no appearing fruit 
atall, of all their ſeat, and labour:fome of ttem pro- 
fcſſing in their old age they knew not that ſoule that 
ever was brought home to Chriſt by their Miniſtry. 
And this to my apprehenſion ſeemed tobe the chicfe 
reaſon, (as to the worke of man) they never did pro- 
poſe any particular eza, or diſtin ſcope to their worke, 
which indeed they could not well doe as having no 
ſpirituall acquaintance with the eſtates and conditions 
of their Auditors. He that would convert ſinners, 
or edity Saints, ought to ſtudy foules, as well as 
bookes. And thoſe Miniſters I have obſerved to 
worke moſt excellently, and labour moſt ſuccesfully, 
who have been accuſtomed to converſe moſt with their 
hearers. I have alſo alwaies thought (in reference 
principally to the diſcharge of my owne worke) rhat 


the mcere preaching of two Sermnns a weeke as it .. 
practiſe ofthe Apoſtles, ſo is 


O 
doth not reach the 


it not one halfe of the worke of a Goſpel Miniſter, As 
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our frequent, familiar ſpiriruall converſe with our 
hearers doth furnith us wita more skill to deale wich 
the ſoulcs of others, ſo it conduces much to the quick- 
ning of our owne, without which wee ſhooting (as ir 
Were) at rovers mult often miſle the marke, tf eyer we 
aimed at any: yithout which we are as expert Smiths 
tnat make cx7704 keyes and never conſult with the 
wards of the locke , whereas a rude ilſhap'd key 
that 1s firted to the locke 1s of much uſe, the other of 
noneatall, This ſurely (might I crave leave to ſpeake) 
isa comon neglect in us, and a conftderable defe& in 
moſt of our Miniltries,whicih makes many of us /ahou; 
as it were zz the fire, Neither 1s it {ufhicient for us to ſay, 
when Gods work doth not proſper in our hands, that 
yet Our jgemnet t5 with the Lord &c.unktefſſe we have in 
all chings done the worke of a Miniſter, which as I ſaid 
beforc, is not halfe done t1i!l wee have attained to ſome 
compleat meaſure of acquaintance with the ſoules of 
our pzople, nor at all willbe done till wee have the 
Skill of ſpeaking totheir very hearts, and particu ic 
eſtates. It was once a ſpeech of a reverend Miniſter, 
who (becauſe of the multitude of his hearers was ofter; 
neceſſitatcd to preach in the Ch. yard ) That there 
ras 0t one perſor in that Congregation whoſe ſpirituall 
eftate he did not fully know ; andthe ſucceſſe of his worke 
was anſwerably, exceeding great and glorious: neither 
(ſaid he)rs there any Sermon 1 preach, wherein I teach them 
rot at leaſt one leſſow more then any one of them all knew 
before, and yet I learne from them throughout the weeke, as 
much o7 more then they doe of me on the Lords Day. But 
(Reverend and beloved) I acknowledge with all fin- 
cerity it becomes me rather tolcarne, rhen to teach, 
onely I beſeech you beare with me thus farre. 


Now 


=; 


on ; from the words themiclves : the other leſſons lay 
bur abour the words of my rext, and were rat{ed onely 
from the colcrence. eArd truly our fellowſhip with the 
Father, and nith his Soant Jeſu Chriſt» eAna theſe things 
write wee wnto you, that your joy may te full. The lefion 
that I would obſerve from ticte words 15s this. 
Fulneſſe of jay, 1s a fruit or cor ſequent of our fellowſhip 
with the Father,andhis So:rae Jeſs (brilt, 

Now what this tcilowthip 1s; to open it at large is 
not poſſible to be doneat this time : I will pitch upon 
one thing onely therein, and that is a great piece, if not 
the chiefe in our fellowſhip with God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt: that is,our one? or umn with the Father and 
his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt: Forthere can be no commy- 
nion. where there is no union; there can be no fello.y- 
ſhip betweene God and vs, it wee be nor One with him. 

And though fellowihip wich God and Teſts Chriſt, 
2-5 not ſeparated in themſclves, and are {-}dom men- 
« aed in Scripture apart ; yet becauſe | would not Jay 
the foundation of my diſcourſc larger and wider, them 
I have time to build tnerzon +1 mutt therefore crave 
leave for this time to lay atide with all reverence, one 
bleſſed perſon in the irinity, and ſpeake of our tellow- 
ſhip, to wit, ovr 13101 with Chrift, and fo contract the 
doqrine to a little narrower compaſle, thus : 
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Fulneſſe of joy is a fruit of our unton with Feſus Doay, 


Chriſt. 
I contra& it to this, as forthe times ſake, ſo alſobe- 
cauſe I deſire rather to goe to the bottome of one 
truth, then ro ſtart up many : I will give you two 
places of Scripture to prove this, .' 
The firit is in Fob, 15. ſrom tlie beginning to the 12. 
werſe 


a wY th 
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verſe + Iamthe vine, andyee are the branches , &fc, you 
know the parable. Theſe things have 1 ſpoken to you 
(Saith Chriſt) that my joy may rematne 17 you, aud that 
your joy meght be full, Underſtand this Scripture(briefly) 
thus. Our Lord Chriſt was now goingto Heaven from 
his Diſciples, and here in theſe chapters 14. 15. and 
I6. he takes a great deale of paines to comfort them, 
to make them as chearefull as he could, in parting with 


thap, 16; 23: him, and he gives them many blefled words of comfort 
chap. 14. 13*tO feed on, as that thezr prayers ſhould be all anſwered: 


camp. 16+ 7, 


And though he did goe to Heaven it ſhould further 
their prayers, and they ſhoul4 have the Fpzrzt the ſooner, 
the Comforter : And among the reſt, he tells them, 7; am 
the vine and yee are the branches : there is a world of 
comfort and joy in that; though wee goe alunder and 
are now to part, yet ycc are branches graffed into me, 
nothing can ſeparate us, / am the Uint, anuamy Father 1s 
the huſbandman, he will have acare that I nouriſh theſe 
branches to everlaſting life: 2nd the reaſon wherefore 
I tell you all this is, that your joy may be full, that when 
I am gone to Heaven, you may for ever remember the 
4xi0a that is betweene us, which Heaven and earth 
and hell ſhall never breake or diflolve : this is one 
Scripture forthe confirmation of this doctrine. 

The other is in Joh. 17. 11, compared with wer, 13. 
our Saviour prayeth there, Holy Father keep them through 
thine owae Name, thoſe whom thou haſt given me, thaz they 
may be one as wee are one. Chriſt Jeſus now prayesg for 
hs in Heaven, though they know it not but by faith : 
Bur here he prayes in their very hearrng to comfort 
them. And as Chriſt preached to them that he was 
one with them, ſo he prayed to his Father in their hea- 
ring, that they might be one, and kept one as he is we 
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with his Father : whereto is all this * Theſe thergs 7 
ſpeake in the world: why ſo? hemight have done 1t in 
Heaven, butI doc ir in the world, that they might have my 
joy fulfilled in themſelves :as if he had faid, 7 kwow tt is an 
exceeding great joy to my poore diſciples to heare me preach, 
that I (7 they are one,hut it s more to heare me pray thus for 
them, for they knew, that thou never denyeſt me any thing, lobn 11. 41, 
and I pray, that they and 1 may be kept one for ever, as thou 
and I are one, So much for the proofe of the dodrine. 
Now I ſhall indeavonr to open, and explicate this a 
little to you; which that I might doe, there are two or 
three Queſtions, (though I ſhall not be able to reach 
them all)rhat would be neceflary to be reſolved : 

The firſt is this, VVhat is meant by fuſreſſe ofquett.r 
joy £ 

The ſecond is, What kind of #:0% or ozee{/eis this,q..s.. 

thar beleivers have with Jeſus Chriſt * : 
The third is, Wherein doth this «#707 ſtand? whereof och. 2. 

doth it confiſt « And I hope by that time I have 

opened the fir{t, and ſecond, I ſhall not need to fpeake 

tothe other. 

The firſt Queſtion rhen is this, what is meant by f/- Quett. 2. 
zeſjeof joy mn this place ? 

You muſt underſtand that joy arifeth alway from $2," 
the apprehenſion of ſome good, either preſently 11- 
joyed, or hoped for: Good 15 the obje of joy, whether 
that good be really good, or ſeemingly good, whether 
wee 1njoy it for preſent, or hope to 1njoy it hereafter, 
it workes joy inus. Thereare 4. ſorts of good, and bur 
foure in the worldworth mentioning. ( I meane of 
generall good things which may caufe men to re- 
joyce ; ) and of thofe 4,the three firſt will nor bring in 
fulreſſe ot joy, they have but alittle,ſhort, ſcanty joy 
with them ; & the fourth doth the ceed. The 
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The tirit 1s outward mercies 4 AS Beaitt) 5 wealth 5 PÞro- 
ſperiry, victories, PEace, deliverances, &c. beloved, 
theſe ire outward mict cies, FeMmBOrali METrecies, (as te 
call them) aud theſe (I conteſle) brig in ſome joy to 
the ſoulec, but not full joy; which 1s true boch of the ha- 
Ing Ot CCM, Or DELL (1-4 pianzen tall 0 them. 

The Datltiig Of tem : it 1S COMmiortable to have 
Peace atter waric, and to have plenty, and trading, 
our ſhops, and high-wayes open &C. wee May re- 
joyce intheſ2 things. For goadlincfle doth not # 7maz: 
us, it doth not hinder the courle of any true natural? 
affetizon 1nus:; reither doth God blame us for rejoyce- 
ing in thcle things. But furcy th: having of theſe 
things doth not bring in /#// 7oy, becauſe it 18 poffible 
tacſe things may be curſes, as wellas bleſſings: and art 
rhe beſt they are but exter-all remporail bleſſings, they 
finke not to the bottome of the keart, and they laſt bur 
for a {ca{on. 

2. No, nor being inſtramentall i procaring them: I 


confeſſe that as the Apoſile faith (citing the words of 


our Lord | it is amore bleſſed thing togruethen to recerve, 
{9 it is agreat deale more happy,anda far more com- 
iortable thing, to be 1nſrrumentallto procure peace, 
and welfare to others, then the injoyment of thoſe 
£h1n2s our {-Ives. 

Ard this is for your comfort (without fHlatterie be jt 
{yoken) I meane our Parliament and our Armyes, it is 
much I ſay for your comfort and it may bring a 
2rcat deale of joy toyau, that vot onely you have out- 
Ard MCITICS, AS PLACE &Ce Lut that you have been the 
chicſe inftrument; ro procure all our mercies. And 3+ 
i (zid it 55 a greatdeale wore comfortable to doe 20nd, 
then to receive itzto be inftrumental} jin procuring 
theſe things,then the meere having orinjoying otchem, 

For 
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For in Scripture you ſhall finde Cyr 4, though 'elſe(it Eſa. 44. 28. 
may be) he was a carnall naturall man,yer he is called 
the Shepard of God, his eAzoynted : becauſe he was EE 
an inſtrument, whereby the Saints injoyed peace and we 
deliverance. You ſhall never rcade in Scripture that E%. 45-1 
men are called Gods eAoynes, ſimply tor hawing 
worldly things : nay,there is ſonmewhat like the con- 
trary, they are called the me: of the world, that bave their 
portzon 1a this life, and woe to you that are full, But al- 
chough this latter may bring more joy then the other: 
yet truly, Beloved, it will not bring inyl! joy : why ? 
becauſe as Paul ſpeakes of preaching, a man ray bea 
meanes to ſave others, and he himſelfe a caſt.:way , a 1 Cor. 3, ul;, 
man may be as Noz»s Carpenters, that helped to build 
an Arke for him, and themſelves drowned : thereforc 
though ir may bring thee joy, yet if *Chriſt be not in 
thy ſou'e, if chou have not union and communion with 
the Father, 10d his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt, it will be but a 
oore comfort ro thee to fay, 1 have ſaved a Towne, 1 
Lone wonne a (ity, 1 have ſubdued ſuch an enemy, reduced 
(ach a Garriſon, broken ſuch an Army :this may bring joy, 
but not {ll joy. 
A ſecond good that men looke on as that which pro. 
duceth joy, ( which is a little higher then the former, 
is the common gifts and graces of the Spirit of God, 
as working of miracles, healing the ficke, diſpoſſeſiing 
men of Devills, and thoſe gifts that among us are now 
extant, as the gift of illumination, prayer, preaching, 
expounding the Scriptures : and if you looke on-theſe 
things as divided from Chriſt, either the havzzp of 
them, or the exerciſe of them, both theſe things may 
bring joy, but not f#/{ joy. . 
The having of _ Judas Simon Magus and 
the 
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the diſciples whom our Lord compares to the fecond 
and third grounds, had theſe gifts amongſt them, ſome 
more,ſfome lefſe: and they rejoyced, ſaith the text, ſar. 
13. bur you know /0- faith that the joy of the hypocrites 
i but for a moment, And notwithſtanding all theſe gifts, 
( yeaand the performances or plauſible duties. which 
flowe from them) without union with Chriſt men 
are but hypocrites, wee may call them ſo, and fo their 
joy is not ful/being but for a moment. 

Secondly, there is ſome joy in the a#ing and exey- 
ciſing of common gifts, and graces, as wee read in Luk. 
where the diſciples had been abroad caſting out De- 
vills, and rejoycing therein, our Lord checkes them : 
1s ths,ſaith he,rejoyce not that the ſpirits are ſubjet to you, 
but rather rejoyce that your names are written in Heaven. 
The meaning is not , you ſhall not at all rejoyce, for 
Chri{t to have a company of poore fiſhermen perſecu- 
ted in the world, to worke on people fo as to dil. 

oſleſſe them of Devills, to heale the ſicke &c. doubr- 
[eſſe they were in a ſort allowed to rejoyce, but the 
meaning is this, Rejoyce zot , that is, expe not com- 
pleate joy from theſe things, take no ſuch great delight 
and pleaſure in theſe things, but rather rejoyce that 
Jour names are written in Heaven, that is, in a manner 
the ſame as if he had ſaid, that you have union and 
communion with the Fathes, and his Sonne Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

The third goed thing wee uſeto rejoyce in, is farre 
higher then this, and yet produceth not fu/»z{/e of joy, 
that is, the ſaving graces of the Spirit of God. 1 pray 
Beloved underftand me in this warily. There is a 
great deale of joy ſurely in the having or exercs/ing 
any ſaving ſpiritzall grace. Therefore the Apoſtle 
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ſairh, righteos]/nejſe and peace and joy im the holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14 
W here{oever there is r2ghreowſneſſe 8 peace inthe heart, 
there joy in the holy Ghoſt followes. And in doing 
any thing our of a ftricere ſpirit, out of the power of 
gracc there is much joy, which God allowes us. | meet 
him (ſaith God) that rejoyceth aud worketh righteouſne{/e, Eſa. 64. 5. 
There is noa@ of righteoutneſle thar is done in fincerj- 
ty, bur it is as meate and dr:/z4eto us,as our Lord Chriſt 
faith, Jobz 4. yet far all this, there is nor, there carnoe 
be f«ln4e uf joy from the apprehenſion ofany grace, 
or the exerciſe of it in our foules : For if you rake 
gr.ce and abſtract it from our head Chriſt bur in your 
ravughts, and imaginations ,(tor ſo you may doe) it is 
but as a dead thing,(as blefled Preftoz fairh,) it is but a 
creature, and would periſh as other creatures, were we 
not united toa Founterre of grace, he that hath moſt 
grace in him,bis grace would die and be extint. Grace 
15 as the beames of the Sun in a houſe through a win- 
dow : cut off the beames from the Sun, ſhut the win- 
dow, & they are gon.So I may ſum up all theſe things, 
and comprehend them(reſpe@tively) in thoſe words of 
the Prophet; Behold al yee that kindle a fire,g compaſſe your Bſa.5o. ults 
ſetves atout with ſparkes, walte inthe light of your fire, and 
zn the ſparkes that yes have kmaled, This ſhalt yee have of 
mine hand, yee ſhall lie downe #8 ſorrow. Beloved, all theſe 
pur together, certainly make many fine ſparkes of joy, 
ſme more, fome lefſe, bur if you goe no further, yea 
(if it were poſſible) that you, who have ſaving grace 
ſhould riſenobigher, and fcexe joy nowhere elle, all 
rhar yee ſhould have at rhe hand of God in the end 
would be, yee ſhould lie iowne in ſryrrow. 
But laſtly, there is a fourth good rhar brings 774ec-4 
fulnejſe of joy, and _ the Good (1f 1 may fo ſay) that 
2 1S 
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is 72 God himſelſe by Tefus Chriſt : ( For wee cannot 
thinke a thought .of God but only in Jeſns Chriſt) 
and that, azd thit onely brings fulreſſe of joy. 

If you ask hoiv 2: It brings it eſpecially 3 wayes, 

Fir(t, ib4 good is exceeding full and perte&,the others 
are ſcantic, and imperfe&t. Things fully good bring 
{ull comfort and joy.{f a man looke on his owne grace, 
tor inſtance, love, he ſhall ſee little of love, but a great 
dcale of envie arid hatred: or if there be a little delight 
?n God, there 1s withall a great deale of awkwardneſle, 
and averſneſſe, bur if wee looke into the fulneſſe of 
Chriſt, wee ſhall ſee unſerrchable treaſures, riches 
that have noecnd, 

Secondiy, the good in Chriſt hath a - perpetuity in 
it as; Dd ſaith, zz thy prefence is fulneſſe of joy, and in 
the next words, pleaſures for evermore, Beloved, there 
is an end of allthe comforts of this world. As the 
Apoſtle ſaith, thoſe that rejoyce ſhould be as though they 
rejoyced r:0t, they that buy as if they poſſeſſed n9t, for the 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away,and there will bean utter 
end of thoſe things that are below : But what is in God, 
and in Jeſus Chriſt, wil de/ul{and freſh toall eternity. 

Thirdly, a Saint hath #7zght and zztereſt in all this 
Good to all eternity, and here comes in the f«lzeſſe of 
joy and not before. 

The ſecond Queſtion for the opening of this truth is 
this: What manner of «707 this is, that wee have with 
Jeſus Chrik, that brings in this tulneſle of joy £ 

For anſwer to thar, take notice oftheſe 4 things. 

Firſt, it is a very -eere #1704 that a poore Saint hath 
with Chrift : ] ſay Saints, becauſe poore ſinners, 
drunkards, enemies to godlineſſe, they have not yer 
any ſhare in this unjon or benefit from it : God may in 
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his time give it them ; but Saints and beleivers, they 
have a zeeve union with Chriſt, 

Youwill tay how neere ? 

If an Angclwere to ſpeake to vou he cannot fatistic 
you fully in this-only as farre as our underfianding c21 
reach it, and the creatures can ſerve to illuſtrate theſe 
things, thus. VV hatſoever by way of compariſon can 
be alleadged, concerning the combination of any on: 
thing with anorner (whatſoever it be in the whole 
Creation of God) that, and much more, may be ſaid 
of our union with J-fus Chriſt, To give inſtances ou: 
ofthe Scripture:ſee what one ſtzc# 18 tO another being 
glewed together, ſee what one [7e744 18 to another, 
(as Jonathan and Day that are ſaid to be woven and 
kzit each to other ) ſee how neere the Fatber and the 
Child are, how neere the Huſvandand wife are one to 
another, fee what union ts betweene the Granches and 
the vine, the members and the head, nay one thing more, 
ſee what the ſole is to the body, ſuch is Chriſt and fo 
eere is heand neerer to the perſon of every true be- 
leiver :as Paul ſaith, 7 live not, but Chriſt leveth in me, 
as if he ſhould ſay, Jeſus Thrift 15 tro my foule and Gal. -. 6 
body, as the ſoule is to the body ofa naturall man, that 
a&s & quickens it naturally :Betoved,there is a marvel- 
lous neerere(/e in this union. 

Secondly,it is the moſt rea uniongthele thinss make 
for our joy, for it was not in vaine that Chriſt ſpake 
of theſe things before he went to Heaven, that their joy 
might be full) I fayitisa moſt zeal union. As there 
is agreater -867e-eſſe, ſo rhere is 2 greater realty in 
our union with Chriſt, then is betweene any natural 
things whatſoever, they are but ſ7-a4owes of ſpirituall 


things. It is not a zotworall union-25 ſome conceivethar 
Chriſt 


| eA Sermon preached at tbe late Thanksgiving, 
Chriſt and wee are unitedas the o4jet is united to the 
underſtanding, tor vihen a man conceives of any thin 
that thing is united in an atſtrated metaphyſical way to 
the undcrfianding: ſo hypocrites may have a great 
deaic of union with Chritt, they may goe far, and have 
much knowledge, and light in the —_—_— of 
ſpirituall things. You may ſee the difterence of this 
union, by comparing that union an huſvand hath with 
his wefe, and that union which his minde and .under- 
fanding hath with any other perſon ; it is not as when 
a mans underſtanding conceiveih of another woman,by 
mecre imagination, and thought of her, there is a kin4 
of union betweene her and his underſtanding : Bur this 
is another kind of union that 1s betweenea man and 
his wife, by the bond and tye of Hatrimony, that is a 
reall union, that is conceived by ſome to be the mea- 
ning of that place Hoſ.2.1 will marry thee tn faitbfulnes & 
judgement, or in truth, as ſome read it, I will marry thee 
in truth: I would not have you think the union be- 
tweene Chriſtand the Saints 1s n2thing bur a poore 
empty Notzor or imagination, but | will marry thee in 
truth, (z ,) thou ſhalt be my wife in realty, as much, or 
rather more realh,then man and wite are united by 
Marriage. 

1hirdly, Ir is atota// union that is berweene clus 
Chriſt and his poore Saints : (Oh,tiis is full of com- 
fort it you lookeon it ſpiritually) thar 1s, »1/z Chriſt 
15 united to the whole b-leever, ſoule and body. Thou 
batt all Chriſt, whatſoever thou cantt conceive ro be 
in the Father, orin Jeſus Chiift, tis reatly 4nd wholly 
thine: as I could give inftinces had 1 rime or of 
Scripture. Thouart one with tum in his Natar-, in his 
Name, thou haſt the ſame mage, and grace, and Spirit 
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in thee as he hath, the ſame preczous promiſes, the ſame 
acceſſe to God byprayeras he, thou haft the ſame /ove of 
the Father, all that he did or ſuffered thou haſt a ſhare 

in it, all is thine, thou haſt his /zfe and death, as the 

Apoflle ſaith ;ſo on thy part he hath thee holly, thy 

nature,thy ſinaes, the puniſhment of thy ſjinnes, thy wrats, 
thy carſe, thy ſhame ; ſo he would have thee all, thy wr, 
thy wealth, thy ſtrength, all that rhou art, or haſt, and 

canſt doe for him, ſo thou haſt Jeſus Chrilt : It is a rota/ 

union, My Beloved is mene, and I ambis, whole Chrift 

from top totoe is mine, and all that I am, have or 

can doe, for evermore is his, it is total, 

Laſtly, it is an 77ſeparable union, it can never be bro- 
ken. / will make (ſaith God) an everlaſitag (ovenant with 
them, that 1 will not turne away from them, to doe them good, 
1 will pat my feare tn their hearts, that they ſhall not aepart 
from me.Jeremtab 32. This is a glorious word, bur the 
poore Chriſtian will ſay, Tis true, thou wilt not turne 
away from me, I know thou wilt nor, bur I ſhall turne 
away from thee. ] turne every day towards fin and 
Sataz. Why,ſfairh Gol, 7 will put my feare in thybezrt, 
that thou ſhalt mnt turze away from me, we [hall be kept 
together for evermore, andnever ſeparated. Thence 
Paxltriumphantly challenges al enemies 1n heaven,(or 
rather in Hell,)to doe their worſt ro breake this kno; 
who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 9 God 153 Chriſt?ſhall tri- gay, 8. 
bulation, diſtreſſeqfaminee#c*come all that can together, 
and ſee if that bleſſed #7107 hetwene me & Chriſt, ſhall 
ever be broken or diſſolved by all that you can doe. 

Now (Beloved) aword, or two of Uſe. Iwill wave 
the other Queſtion, that happily would be neceſſary 
for the further opening of this Do#rzxe, becauſe I will 


not weary you: you ſce whar fulne{ſe of joy is, and what 
this 
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this ##270n is : and by what you have heard already you 
may caijily Convince your ſelves, that fellow!hip and unt- 
0a with Jeſs Chriſt, will bring faineſſe of joy to the ſoule. 
The ules are theſe breifly. 

The firſt is this, you may hence behold(if the Lord 
open your cyes, for ſo it nniſt be) what a glorious ſtate 
ind condition God hath placed a Chriſtian 1n, a poore 
Sint, be he never ſo incane, Or mitcrable otherwiſe in 
the eye of the world : his condition what 1s 1t? He 1s 
one with Jeſas Chriſt,as Chriſt is one with the Father. 
There is 2 bleſſed place in Zachary where Jeſus Chriſt 
is called Gods fellow. Awake ob {word agarnſt my ſhep- 
heard, againſt the man my fellow, Chriſtis one with rhe 
Father, he is bis fellow, and every Suar is Chritt's -fel- 
low : he is aneinted with the ojle of aladnejſe avoue his 
fellowes. Chriſt 1s Gods fellow, and wee are Chritt's 
fellowes. There is a kind of analggicall proportion (not 
Geometricall of equalitie , as they call ir) betweene 
Chrit and Saints in every thing: run wuem over in 
your thoughts, 1nd take 2 view of all Chri:t, what he is 
in his Perſon, in his glory, in 11s Sp772t, in his graces, in 
his Fathers love, andin the acceſſe he hathiothe Father, 
in all theſe with what more you can imagine in Chriſt 
wecarcin a ſort fellowes with him. - : 

Only wirh this difference (tar you may not ſtum- 
ble) Chritit hath the prebemuexce inall things, every 
thing in its owne order, The Father is above all, ani wee 
iy bim : all comes from the Father firſt to Jeſus Cirift 
and all wee have is by Warrzge with Iefus Chriit, _ 
wee mult abide in our union with Chirit, as ne doth: 
45ido with his Father. Moreover betweene him and the 
perſon of che Father, there isan Eſſential! union, and 
ours is virtuall by the power of the Spirit of God, lic 
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by his union hath all good things without meaſure,an d 
wee by ours in meaſure : as it pleaſeth him to diſtribute. 
But excepting theſe things, Jeſus Chriſt and wee are 
fellowes, for ſo Godcalls us. 

Therefore (Beloved) did but the Lord by his holy 
Spirit unvalle all your eyes, and give-.you but one 
glance of what the eſtate of a Saint is, that is united 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who in this place would not bea S2int? 
who would not be a Chriſtian * who would be a drun- 
kard, 2 ſwearer, a perfecurer of godlinefle ? who,l fay, 
would be ſuch a one, that knowes rhe treaſure, riches, 
and happineſle ofa Saint in Chriſt ? our ignor2nce of 
this makes men refuſe Chriſt, andgoe on in ſin. For 
every man naturally bargaines (as he apprehends) for 
his gaine, and never for his loſle : that 1s the reaſon I 
ſay, that we bargaine not for Heaven and for Chriſt, 
becauſe wee thinke it is for our loſſc, and this becauſe 
God hath not opened our eyes to ſce the »zſearchable 
riches and treaſures that are in Jeſus Chriſt. 

Beſides,vere the happineſſe ofa Saint rightly under- 
food and ſeriouſly conſidered, who would be a back- 
ſlider ? you heare what a Saint is, he cati goe and ſay 
to his ſoulc and his fellow Saints, oar fellewſhip is wit 
the Father,and with Feſus Chriſt, Who would relinquiſh 
Chriſt and all in him for ſome baſe luſt 2 O ſaith the 


Author of the Epiſt. to the Hebrewes, let there not be | Heb 12. 16: 


prophane man &c. Eſau was a prophane man, he had 
godly parents, and was religiouſly educated, yet the 
Apoſtle calls him prophane, why ? becauſe for a little 
morſell he ſold his #:rth-r:ght ; and there is a farre 
greater diſproportion betweene the riches of Chriſt, 
and the baſe luſts that wee hanker after, then berweene 
Eſaus inheritance and 47" x pottage ;therefore looke 
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to your ſelves in theſe things, you that are azcrent 
Profeſſors , who begin to backſlide apace, and take 
this as a meanes to help thee when thou goeſt to get 
ſuch a ones favour,to make ſucha one thy friend, to 
get ſuchan office, and the like, wherein thou mult yeild 
to ſin, and joy ne with finners in their wicked deſignes, 
ſee what a 6argarze thou makeft: Thou relinquitheſt 
Chriſt Jeſus, and all thy portion in him, to purchaſe 
theſe vaine frivolous things. 

Another Uſe I will touch but briefely, this is the 
reaſon,why the Lord takes it ſowell or ill at our hands 
that wee uſe his people kindly or unkindly; why frould 
the Lord be fo much offended to ſce his poore Saints 
(that are ready to beg at your doores,) oppreſſed and 
wronged, perſecuted, &c ? becauſe ever they are one 
with Jeſus Chriſt. That is the reaſon why on the o- 
ther fide, he takes it ſo kindly that wee doe any thing 
for them, that wee be tender and carefull of the good 
of his poore Saints, becauſe it 18 to me,faith Chriſt: He 
that beſtowes a cup of cold water to one of his little ons 1 the 
name of a diſciple, fall not loſe his reward. \N hy ſofhe that 
recertetb you recetueth metnat is the reaſon ; ſoin Mat, 
25. 1 was hungs) and you fed ie, nated and you cliathed 
me,thirſly and you gave me dranke © when did we ſee thee 
hungry or thirſty or naked © In as mach as yee have done it 
to the leaſt of my members, y*e ard1t tome. 

See on the contrary, he that zoucheth a Saint toucherh 
the apple of Gods eye. And the reafou he 1s fo angry is, 
becauſe now the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
pooreſt Saint, are rcally and totally one, each with o- 
ther ; ſtrike at one, ſtrike at all. Therefore I beſecch 
you make this uſe of it, be k:z#d4fo the poore Satts, not- 
withſtanding tl:cir meannefſe, outward weakneſſes 
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and frailties, though they bee poore , baſe, and vile, 
yet they have a glorious head and Husand, Thou 
thinkeſt it is an eaſie thing to ſuppreſſe a poore Saint, 
to overthrow him, and overcome him: and indeed it 
were ſo, but that he hath a great partie in Heaven, 


greater then all the world, therefore there is a9 in- pj wilkin 


cha ntment agaznft Iſrae:,as you heard from the Lord ſons Sermon. 


this morning. 


Thirdly , I would give you ( in theſe times 2 Fie. 


when every body ſpeakes of reformation of Religion, 
and the like) one word of direction, in point of 
Church fellowſhip,or communion, one with another, 
(:.) Take heed you doe not make any outward exter- 
nall thing, the maine pillar and foundation of your 
Church-ftellowſhip, of your Chriſtian Communion. 
As (v. g- ) if any ſhould conceive the way to con- 
ſtirure a Church tobe by an exter-nall Covenant, a for- 
mall confeſſion, vaptiztng this way,or that way,(I meance 
by dipping,or ſprinkling) or by cojun4o, of opinion 
in ſome controverted point : (7 doe not at this time 
condemne or commend any of theſe things for the 
matter of thcm, but only this I drive at) if you build 
your Chriſtian tellowſhip and communion upon any 
one of theſe things, or ſuch like, making them rhe 
marne fillar of Chriſtian communion, it will be more 
like a carnall faction, then a ſpirituall communion. 
Taketherefore the Apoſtles rule in the rext , wehave 
fellowſhip wah the Father, and his Soane Feſis Chriſt. And 


what followes ? theſe thi:gs wee write, that you miy have 


{ellowſhip with ws, and truly our fellowſhip # with the Fathe, 
and bis Sonre Teſus Chriſt, That is the maine and prin- 
cipall ground of all Church fellowthip, of Chriftian 
icllowſnip,ofthe Saints one with another. Theretore 
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when I have communion with a Sainr,T muſt not looke 
ſo much whether he be of ſuch an opinion, or whethcr 
*I ipeaxenor he have taken the Covenant, or have been baptized * 


wit 2* if Wy GRnceaOr EWICE Or LCN Limes, bur ſee it he have fellow- 


OPINjON Were i # . Eh £5 
tor rebaptiza- {HIP with the Father,and with Jeſus Chriitz it he hath, 
rn th hc 1s one of the body, and 2 fellow-member, and wee 
ofthe 244.5 muit fall in immediately with him;though withall,I am 
ef belcevers, CO uſe all meancs, in love and meekneſle, te recall him 
pact fer apt from his error according to the rules of Scrip- 
Pp ics W 
my praQir. ; CUTIE La : . 
bar oaly, har But you will ſay,how ſhall it be knowne that he is 
ſuctdifference ſach 1one? | 
o: opinion toy A 
Mculd nor I will name but two generall rules, the bet, 
hinder rh:ir and the cleareſt that I know 1n the whole Scrip- 
niutua)l rece; - _— . 
vino each o.. TUres to ſ{atisfie you 1n that. 
g Cacn ©) - £ A k 
In the firſt place conſult with that in Col. 2. 19. 


ther to fellow- 

wn 4h cam” rot holding the bead,1aith the Apoſtle. That 1s, when a 

2re in lov. Man fees a Chriſtian, for matter of doftrize, judgement 

ſhip with God Or 077270n, © hold the head Jeſus Chriſt to be 

- Jp the Sorzxie of God, and juſizfcation by him, ſantrification 
from him, according to the Scriptures &c. though in 
externall things, it may bc we auuthnot as yet ſee this 
Or that Governinent ſocleare in the word, Or any o- 
ther circumſtantiall truth controverted amongit the 
SaMnts,(theſe and ſuch like things cut him not off from 
the head ) theſe things doe not uz-Saznt him, Rom, 14. 
And therefore woe be to thee if thou reje& him. 

The ſecond rule is laid downe in the words fol- 
lowing my text; if ye walke 77 the Light, ſaith the Apotle 
you have fellowſhip : ( 7. 4. ) Brethren I would have 
you to have fellowſhip with us : But zf we walke 72 dark - 
neſſe wee lye, and doe not the truth : but :f wee walke 13 the 
light 6s be is in the light, wee have fellowſhip one with an- 

y £ | other, 
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other, What is this light? It 1s holineſſe of lite and 
converſation. 1f a man aoets righteouſneſſe he is borne 
of God, x Iohn.as if he had ſaid, this is the rule that I 
goc by, he that walks with God), calls on his name, 
teacherh his family, hates thatwhich 1s evill, takes 
paines in that which is good, &c. him I account to be 
a man that is 40-,e of God, he walkes 12 the light, with 
whom I ought to have fellowſhip and. communi. 
ON. 

Beloved, I had many more Uſes, a5 to examine our 
ſelves by what I have laid, whether wee have commu: 
munion, and fellowſhip with Jefus Chriſt : whether 
the Image of Chriſt beon us: have wee his graces £ 
are wee like Chrilt ? remember that word Rom. 8. 9g. 
which will ſound terrible in thine eares when thou 
comeſt to dyc,1f any man have not the gpirit of (Chriſt be 
7s none of bis ; haſt thou tle Spirit of Chriſt? did Chriſt 
walke, and talke,and plot, and defigne againſt the peo- 

le of God as thou doeſt ? Remember if thou be one 
with Chriſt, thou haſt the fame mage, the ſame Spz7zt, 
the ſame Grace, the ſame /ife, ina word, tho doeſt p05 Gal. 2. 25. 
liye but Teſus Chriſt leweth in thee. 

This may comfort us alſo, (if wee apprehend it ſpi- 
ritually ) if wee be poore, wee are married to one that is 
rich , if full of wants, thers is a falneſſe ia Chriftt to ſup- 
ply us ;if temptedby Satan, in him wee are more then Con- 

werors, wee ſhall tread Satan under feet ; if trampled on A 
G the world, yet wee are Kings and Queenes. The | © * 
ſame 47zn0:nting that is powred on him the head, 
runs downe to the jkirts of bis garments. | 

Andit ſhould be an incitement to all of us who pro. 
feſle our ſelves believers, to walke in the light,towalke 
as thoſe that are married to Chriſt: Docth it become a 
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Sonne of God, a member of Chriſt, to be proud, to be 
froward, to ſharke, to cheate. tobe a worldling, as 
many profeſſors in this adulterous generation are > 
walke therefore I pray as children of the light. And fo 
I have done. 


But it may be you will ſay, What is this to Oxford, 
Parringdon, or Worceſter,the buſineſle of the day? Truly 
Beloved, Jeſas Chrift is good for all things, at all 
times. And astouching the mercy of God in theſe 
things to us and the Kingdome, the Lord hath been 
pleaſed to teach you this morning more largely and 
tully then I am able ro doe, the Lord fanAife it to 
you and me : a tew words indeed | had concerning that 
ſubjec&, but they are for the molt part, ſpoken to you 
already by our Reverend Brother, therefore I ſhall but 
rouch upon them. 

Firſt, it is aword of information to us all (I am 
ſure I have it from the Lord, and his word) that wee 
learne from our mercies, ( Oxford eſpecially ) that 
every proud and high thing that exalts :t ſelfe againſt 
Chr iſt and his people, God will throw downe. 

I my ſelfe was a ſpeRator, an cye-witneſle, when the 
Lord delivered that City, that Univerſity, into rhe 
hands of our Army: andbeing there | did ſtudy and 
ſtrive according to the ſmall portion of grace I had 
received, to meditate what I might learne for Gods 
glory and rhe good of my foule from that buſineſſe; 
and amonglt all the meane thoughts I had, thi came jn 
with the greateſt glory into my ſoule, that beholding 
that Univerſity that I had formerly knowne and heard 
much of larcly, I was filled with admiration, to ſee 
how all the pride of that place was brought downe ia one 
aay. Thought I ſurely the de/zgae of God 74; thele o.1yes, 
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zs tobring downe oneproud thing after another, that exalts 
zt ſelfe againft Chriſt, It was a gallant Univerſity; what 
a ſtrong impregnable Garriſon was it alſo ? There was 
all the M:1:tary art of the Kingdom, there was the Law, 
learning, policy, and wit of the Kingdome, and ſome 
conceive the yealth of the Kingdome too had for a long 
while been there alfo, there was /:2e upon /:ze, and 
Bulwarke upon Bulwarke,and fence upon fence; and ir 
was the very Ceter of allthe enemies ot God; when 
they had been routed abroad, or frighted at home, 
then preſently away to Oxfordas toa ſure refuge: yer 
Oxford though it were never ſo r:ch, fo learned, fo for- 
tified, ſo filled with Prizces,Nobles, fineſt witted ſthollers, 
and beſt shilled ſoldiers, moſt experienced Politicians, 
though it was the very 2weexe of England, yet Oxford 
it mutt ſtoope downe and fall. 

And in theſetimes for my part Iapprehend nothing 
(with more clearenefſe and evidence) of Gods mea- 
ning in all his worke 1n theſe dayes, then that it is þs 
glorious deſigne to bring downe everyhigh looke, and every ON tou op- 

, : . rofer of God 
proud thing that exalts it ſelfe agatnſt Chriſt, Theſe are & :,1;n.f: 
the laſt times, readE/z. 2. you ſhall ſee ir at large : 1n4 |-y ris ro 
wee have ſcen by experience alſo what courſe God hath 
taken with many. You know foure or five yeares 
agoe, off gocs the head of one great man, then a lite]: 
afterwards ſome others aroſe, and downe they goc al- 
ſo. Andnow at Oxford, they had as I ſaid, art, wit, and 
ſtrength, policy, nebility, wealth, and what not but Grace? 
(which were the very words of ſome of them,) ani 
where arc they ? Take it for a truth of God, if any <2 
ſtart vp yet in theirroome, if any grove grow up to 
eclipte Gods glory, or ſhadowy his honſe, ifany th7727 
or perſon will exalt it felfe againſt Chriit, I am con- 
9 {.:lent, 
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fident, it is Gods purpoſe and*glorious deſigne to 
cut them off, God will bring them downe ro the 
duit. 

Learge therefore to walke humbly before the Lord, 
and doe not (trive any longer againſt the ſtreame; and 
rhough the Lord have given you ſuch power and peace 
that you have no enemies, yet take heed leaſt any of 
you ſtep up in their ſtead ;tor be afſured, be you never 
ſo great, (as Go is in Heaten, and weeare On carth,) 
that man, family, fatinn, or crew.that will goe about to 
oppoſe God or his p2op.c, God will throw them 
downe : lie low therefore on the ground, and give 
glory to Jeſus Chriſt. 

[ had alſn a word of exhortation, but my Brother 
hath preveatcd me, and ſpoke moſt of my thoughts 
concerning that already, only if you will give me 
leave to minde you,T defire you to take heed of provoking 
that God, who hath doneall this for yow, I will inſtance 
intivo or three things. 

Firſt, am afraid ſome of you make too much haſt to be 
rich, now trading, (uſtomers , Offices &c, come in; 
Oh pauſe a while and conſider what God hath done, 
and whence he hath raiſed you, and make a ſpiritual! 
improvement of that firſt. 

Secondly, oh that you would be exhorted now to 
heare the caule of the poore, and the widow, oh that 
you would be like Job who made the wiaowes heart to 
/izg-O he is a bleſſed Magiſtrate, a bleſſed Parliament- 
man, a Prince, a King, that can ſay ſo, / made the pooze 
widowes heart to ſing, | did take their Petitions, and 
would have them vead, & did ſee ſomething done in the 
Commitrees before I Zave Over, and not trifle out the 
time ; when peoples /iwvelzhoods and /ives were at the 
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tate , I have not been of thoſe whoſe profeſſion 1s to 


give only faire words, and yet doc nothing for their 
rcliefe ; I defire with humility that you would take 
that,as an admonition from the Lord. 

And then take hced of inſiſting roo much upon 
formes, Truly I am not of their opinion that would 
ſublimate Religion into airy rotzoys and CVlimeraes 
out of all forme, but yet take heed that you 2/7ſt ot 
too much : (1.) ſoas to lofe the power of gvdlineſſe 
while you purſue the forme. The Saints in England 
doudtleſſe heretofore, though they had leſle Seauty by 
reaſon ofthe want of D:ſciplze andgoterimment the: 0- 
ther Churches beyond-fea, yet they had ( as you were 


rot long ſince fivectly taught in this place)more ſruzt- Ste Mr. 7!» 
fulnes & power,then moſt reformed Churches a broad: 


vans 
riion be- 


and it 15 much to be feared, if we our ſelves now, were fore the 


compared with our ſelves heretofore, wee ſhould bee 9 fcotCom 
found to have more power, holineſſe , truth, love and 55 00 


ailigence in Gods ſervice heretofore then now wee 
have. Therefore rake heed thatourt of zeale to ſet up 
a forme of Government &C. you doe not forgocand for- 
get the power of godlineſſe the while, 

Another thing I would take the boldneſſe to minde 


you of, (now we are in peace, is, to haſten to the help. 


of our Brethren : you know what Moſes ſaid to the Num: 32- 


two Tribes, when they ſtaied on the further fide of 


Jordan, you have gotten fine ſeates for your ſelves, and 
you will build hozſes and ſheepfolds for your cattell &c. 


you will Iet your brethren goe over to fight, while you 

fit kherezthis was the manner (/a:th be) of your Fathers: 

ty provoke the Lord, but if you doe ſo be ſure your Fr Y* 345 
$4 


{| find you out, Sol ſay unto you, if you will now 
yo” and build houſes, and ſettle your ſelves in the wortd 
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and will nor ſcnd over for the effe#uall reliefe of Fre- 
[1zd, though you lie never ſo cloſe and fate , your ſire 
will finde you out , this ſinwill hunt you as a hound; 
(fo the alluſion is) it will he at the dooreasa Maſtiffe at 
the threſhold. Therefore as the Lord hath begun to 
{mile upon us, and to cauſe the Sun to ſhine upon Erg- 
land (upon a great part of it at leaſt) oh forget not” 

POOre blezding Jreland, | 
And what if you ſhould ſpend ons fingle thought 
upon pore contemptible wales * its little indeed, and as 
little reſpected, yet time was the enemy made no ſmal! 
uſe ard advantage of it, how inconſiderable ſoever wee 
deeme it; oh let not poore Wales continue /ighrng 
famiſhing , mourning and #:eding, while you have your 
Jaics of Feaſting , rejoycing , Thanksg:ving and pray- 
{zz God. Oh how loath I am to mention 1r to you £ 
is it not a ſad caſe that zz thirteenxe Countzes there ſhould 
not be above * thirteene conſcientious Miniſters who in 
theſe times expreſſea themſelves firmly and conſtantly faith- 
full to the Parizament, and formerly. preached profitably i 
the welch Language * twice evtry Lords Day? Yet(praiſed 
be our God) ſome few there be ( though I my ſelfe am 
unworthy to be reckoned amongſt them)who are ready 
and willing to ſpexdand be ſpert for theglory of God, 
2nd the good of their countrey: oh that you would 
2Ulow them ſome ſmall competency of maintenance 
for their incouragement; be it, if you pleaſe, bur meere 
food.and rayment. That little eſtate rhey had is waſted 
for their ſincere affetion to your ſervice, and there- 
fore ( may I crave leaue to ſpeake it ) as it would be a 
worke of prety in youto ſendthem forth to preach, ſo 
alſo a worke of equity, you:ſhould relieve themand 

provide for them, 

But 
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before the Commons Houſe of Parliament: 


Bur laſt of all,let that be now my exhortation,which 
is my conſtant petition both publiquely and privately 
to the Lord, for the Honourable Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament, Let faith and patience have thetr 
perfo# worke in you. That 15, you may perhaps ſce new 
troubles ariſe, Satan may rage yet more thenever, (the 
laſt times will ſurely be the worſt ) bee notweary of 
well doing, let not your hands or hearts fall by any 
diſcouragement you may meet withall; you have had a 
world of experience, how God hath helped you and con- 
founded your enemies, how oft hath he brought them 
to ruine even by their owne deſignes ? beware therefore 
of axbelerfe, if you come into any new fſtratites, never 
faalter any more, but truſt perfeQly in that God that 
hath hitherto never failed you, who hath wrought 
many a glorious ſalvation and deliverance for you, 


(which wee here behold and celebrate this day) to 


whom be praiſe and glory evermore throv,_ hr Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
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